
SOVEREIGNTY 

and ACTION 
Sunday, October 18-Saturday, October 24, 2026 

of LEARNING 
CONGO WEEK 

Commemorating Lives Lost

Celebrating Congo's Potential. 

Advocating for Peace, Justice & Human Dignity.



CONGO WEEK XIX
Dear Participant,

Breaking the Silence Congo Week is a global teach-in and action that occurs each year during the 
third week of October. Launched in 2008, Congo week will take place from October 18 - 24, 2026. 
This year's theme is sovereignty - the Congolese people's dignified pursuit to control their land, 
resources, wealth, data and ultimately their affairs.

Congo Week commemorates the millions of lives lost in the Congo conflict while celebrating the 
enormous human and natural potential that exists in the country.  

Each year, students, community organizers, faith leaders, scholars, intellectuals, artists, influencers 
and ordinary people throughout the world participate in Congo Week. Friends of the Congo has 
mobilized participants in more than 80 countries and 800 university campuses and local 
communities. Actions include film screenings, teach-ins, forums, rallies, fundraisers, concerts, and 
many other activities designed to break the silence around the Congo crisis and elevate the profile 
of the country throughout the world. 
 
This Sovereignty Toolkit equips you with practical resources, daily themes, educational materials, 
and action tools to host impactful Congo Week events.

Join us this October by signing up at congoweek.org.

In Solidarity,

Friends of the Congo Team



CONGO 

We are not alone. Africa, Asia and free  and 
liberated people from every corner of the 

world will always be found at the side of the 
Congolese.

LUMUMBA 

WEEK



Plan and Organize to Educate and Raise 

Awareness During Congo Week:

This Sovereignty Toolkit is a comprehensive, user-friendly resource designed to help organizers plan 
impactful Congo Week activities that fully reflect Friends of the Congo’s mission.

What the Toolkit Provides:

• Historical context and key periods to frame Congo’s challenges as structural, not inherent.
• Guidance on effective messaging that counters neocolonial narratives by centering Congolese 

agency, historical causes, and cultural contributions.
• Key concepts to shape all communications: neocolonialism, Western-backed Rwandan 

aggression, tech-funded holocaust, Congo’s centrality in Pan-Africanism, and more.
• Ready-to-use content for teach-ins, presentations, social media, fundraisers, and campaigns — 

ensuring factual consistency and Congolese leadership.

Core Principles

The toolkit follows the Basandja Principles: listen first, 
support without directing, build mutuality, and respect 
ancestral wisdom. It equips organizers to host events 
that amplify Congolese voices and grassroots solutions.

Daily Themes

Each year, Congo Week follows the same 
recommended daily themes (see next page). Aligning 
your events with these themes is highly encouraged, 
though not required. The essential goal is to tie all 
activities to the resources in this toolkit.



Daily Themes for Congo Week 2026 – Sovereignty

The rest of this toolkit contains concrete examples of books, stories, articles, documentaries, 
movies, social media posts, as well as other  tools and resources to support organizers during 
their planning phase.

Beyond Congo Week, we encourage solidarity with Congolese-led efforts. Mobilize around the 
Congo throughout the year by:

• Joining FOTC’s Breaking the Silence Speakers Tour (February–July 2027) by inviting speakers to 
your event (sign up: congoweek.org/bts-tour).

• Supporting partner projects such as Basandja initiatives (e.g., Child Cobbler) or other allies (e.g., 
Save The Congo).

• Staying connected via newsletter, social media (@congofriends), and action alerts.

Join the Week of Action: Congo Week 2026 will take place 
from Sunday, October 18 to Saturday, October 24, 2026

Beyond Congo Week

Day Theme Suggested Focus 
 Sun. Oct. 18th  Congo Sunday  Commemoration and solidarity 
 Mon. Oct. 19th  Congo’s History  Colonialism to present 
 Tue. Oct. 20th  Patrice Lumumba  Sovereignty and resistance 
 Wed. Oct. 21st  Congo Resources  Minerals and exploitation (Key Concepts: Tech-funded Holocaust)

 Thu. Oct. 22nd  Women  Agency (Key Concepts: Sexual Violence as a Weapon of War)

 Fri. Oct. 23rd  Youth  Grassroots organizing (Groups: Youth cooperatives in Basandja                       
Coalition)

 Sat. Oct. 24th Culture and Climate Celebration of Congo's culture and its pivotal role in climate justice

Use these themes to guide your events while drawing on the educational resources, films, 
readings, and action tools provided throughout the toolkit.





EDUCATE 



EDUCATE 



RECENT RELEASE 

EDUCATE 
ReAd tHe StOrIeS 

The Assassination of Lumumba by Ludo De Witte 

A damning investigation proving Belgium and the CIA’s direct 
role in Lumumba’s murder, based on declassified documents. 

BUY HERE 

ClIcK hErE fOr FuLl 
ReAdInG LiSt! 

Women Resisting War by Justine Masika Bihamba 

This powerful memoir and call to action tells the story of 

one woman’s journey from survivor to leader in the heart 

of Congo’s decades-long conflict—and the extraordinary 

collective of Congolese women fighting back against war, 

rape, and global indifference. 

BUY HERE 

https://friendsofthecongo.org/reading-list/
https://shop.ingramspark.com/b/084?params=QSRquG83luZnLFI9mWBenUkjwjqnuB057leQbfQ5qbM


SHORT READS & ARTICLES 
EDUCATE 

ReAd tHe StOrIeS 

Women’s Bodies as Battlefield: Gender, War, and 
the Congo Crisis by Marième Lo 

Reveals how sexual violence became a weapon of war in 
Congo—systematically abusing women to fracture 
communities while the world turned a blind eye. 

Download Here 

Stolen Goods: Coltan and Conflict in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo by Dena Montague 

Exposes how Rwanda and Uganda plundered Congo’s coltan to 
fund their occupation, linking your cell phone to a war that killed 
millions while corporations profited. 

Download Here 

Kagame’s Hidden War in the Congo by Howard W. 
French 

Exposes Rwandan President Kagame's covert war in Congo— 
backing rebel groups to loot minerals while masquerading as a 
Western ally in the region. 

Access Here 

https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2009/09/24/kagames-hidden-war-in-the-congo/




Crisis In The Congo: 

Uncovering The Truth 

Crisis in the Congo exposes how U.S.-backed invasions by Rwanda and Uganda 

triggered the world’s deadliest conflict since WWII, killing millions through war, 

sexual violence, and resource plunder. The film traces this catastrophe to 125 

years of colonialism, dictatorship, and corporate exploitation, offering expert 

analysis rarely seen in mainstream media. Produced by Friends of the Congo, it’s a 

call to action against the ongoing humanitarian crisis. Learn more here. 

WATCH HERE 

DOWNLOAD HERE 

FRIENDS OF THE CONGO HOLDS THE RIGHTS TO THE FILM. THIS FILM CAN BE FREELY 
DISTRIBUTED, DUPLICATED AND SCREENED ON THE WEB, IN PUBLIC PLACES, OR AT 
HOME. IT CANNOT BE BROADCASTED ON TV NETWORKS. 

https://congojustice.org/about-the-film/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLV9szEu9Ag
https://congojustice.org/download-video/


LUMUMBA 
A FILM BY RAOUL PECK 

The untold story of how the West executed 
Congo's democratically-elected leader for 
refusing to be their puppet - a blueprint for 

neocolonial interference across Africa. 
ACCESS HERE 



Soundtrack to a Coup d’ Etat 
A JOHAN GRIMONPREZ FILM 

Jazz and decolonization are entwined in this historical rollercoaster 
that rewrites the Cold War episode that led musicians Abbey Lincoln 

and Max Roach to crash the UN Security Council in protest against 
the murder of Patrice Lumumba. 

ACCESS HERE 



BASANDJA SERIES 



INSTAGRAM DIGEST 
EDUCATE 

From @CoNgoFriends 

Core Themes: Understanding the Challenges of 
the Congo & Solidarity Solutions 

We are here for a Free Congo! A short video by 
Maurice Carney, sharing 5-6 core themes to 
understand the political, cultural, and economic 
context and key solutions for freedom. 

ACCESS HERE 

Everyone Wants the Congo’s Vast Wealth 

From your phone battery to atomic bombs, the world’s 

violent systems run on stolen Congolese minerals—but 

true climate justice and peace can only begin when 

Congo controls its own wealth. #FreeCongo 

ACCESS HERE 

5 Ways You Can Take Action for Congo 

The world profits from Congo’s blood: Rwanda’s militia 

(backed by U.S./EU money) is slaughtering civilians. 

Don’t look away—DONATE, PROTEST, BOYCOTT. 

ACCESS HERE 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/C-oFueEPYQC/?igsh=MTdxenpkN215dnpvdg%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C929ImVPIDy/?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DGBA40bxj_x/?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ==




TOOLS INSTRUCTIONS ACCESS 

Solidarity Form 

1.Click ‘e-Sign Here’ or 
‘Download’ 

2.Complete form 
3.Send & share with a friend 

E-SIGN HERE 
OR 

DOWNLOAD 

Letter to Congress to Stop 
Funding the Conflict in 

the Congo 

1.Click ‘Send Here’ 
2.Complete form online 
3.Send & share with a friend 

SEND HERE 

Flyers & Social Media 
(print & digital) 

1.Click ‘Copy Template’ 
2.Select ‘Copy” 
3.Edit as needed 
4.Download specific graphic 

COPY TEMPLATE 

DR Congo Primer 
(collection of fact sheets) 

1.Click ‘Access Here’ 
2.Read overview 
3.Download Fact Sheets 

(online or below) 

ACCESS HERE 
OR 

DOWNLOAD 

FOTC’s Organizer Files 1.[Maurice to share this] [INSERT FOTC’S LINK] 

TOOLS 
OrganIzE the People 

The main request from local Congolese leaders is for allies around the globe to help build a global 
constituency to amplify frontline voices and solutions and support the courageous and dignified 
organizing taking place on the frontlines to achieve a #FreeCongo. 

BE IN SOLIDARITY 

https://friendsofthecongo.org/join-the-movement-form/
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/congress-do-not-allow-our-tax-dollars-to-fund-conflict-in-the-congo
https://friendsofthecongo.org/primer/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGaPggJ4kc/OuNsb2XAe34GXlwZ58EqbA/view?utm_content=DAGaPggJ4kc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview


Solidarity Commitment Card 
Thank you for your care and support. Please fill out this card and leave it in the basket or 
text a photo of it to 925.323.7928. Contact the Coalition at basandja.org. 
Name: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Email: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Solidarity Steps I Will Take with Friends of the Congo (check all that apply): 

Continue to learn about and promote the work of the Basandja Congo Basin 
Coalition of Indigenous Peoples & Local Communities 

Participate in local organizing efforts to raise awareness about the Congo 

Advocate online by signing petitions and/or calling my members of Congress 

Sign up to give a recurring monthly donation (no amount is too small or too large) 

Make a one-time donation: Amount $________ 

Ask a family member, friend, or someone in my network who has a trust 
or donor-advised fund to make a grant 

On the back, please write any ideas, prayers, 
appreciations, or questions you have for the 
speakers. 
Scan the code to donate today. Thank you! 

Solidarity Commitment Card 
Thank you for your care and support. Please fill out this card and leave it in the basket or 
text a photo of it to 925.323.7928. Contact the Coalition at basandja.org. 
Name: 
______________________________________________________________________________ Phone: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ Email: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Solidarity Steps I Will Take with Friends of the Congo (check all that apply): 

Continue to learn about and promote the work of the Basandja Congo Basin 
Coalition of Indigenous Peoples & Local Communities 

Participate in local organizing efforts to raise awareness about the Congo 

Advocate online by signing petitions and/or calling my members of Congress 

Sign up to give a recurring monthly donation (no amount is too small or too large) 

Make a one-time donation: Amount $________ 

Ask a family member, friend, or someone in my network who has a trust 
or donor-advised fund to make a grant 

On the back, please write any ideas, prayers, 
appreciations, or questions you have for the 
speakers. 
Scan the code to donate today. Thank you! 





2023 Felix Tshisekedi won a second five-year term in theDecember 2023 
elections. 

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION 

1692 K St r eet ,  NW Ste  300  Wash i n g t o n , DC 20006  | Phone: 202-584 -6512  | Fax: 775-371-1064 
in f o@friendsofthecongo.org | www.frien d so f t hecongo.org 
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Basic Facts on the Congo 

History & Geography 
1. Congo is located in the heart of Africa straddling the equator. 
2. Congo is bordered by nine other African countries and is the size of Western Europe with a population of 110 million inhabitants. 
3. The lingua franca is French however four major languages (Lingala, Kikongo, Tshiluba, and Swahili) are spoken in more than 250 ethnic groups. 
4. Congo's Ishango Bones, a binary counting system and lunar calendar, are among the oldest mathematical artifacts in the world, dating to 20,000 BC. 
5. The Kongo empire reigned during the period of African enslavement and prior to the Colonization era. 
6. Congo was given to King Leopold II of Belgium at the 1884/85 Berlin Conference. 
7. King Leopold II ruled Congo as his own personal property for 23 years (1885-1908) during which time approximately 10 million Congolese perished as the King extracted 

rubber and ivory. 
8. As a result of international grassroots pressure, King Leopold II had to relinquish ownership of the Congo to the Belgian state in 1908 and Belgium ruled as a colonial power 

until 1960. 

The Tragedy 
1. It is estimated that nearly six million people have died as a result of conflict and conflict related causes in the Congo since 1996. 
2. Half of those who perished in the conflict are children under the age of five. 
3. Hundreds of thousands of women have been raped as a weapon of war. 
4. Seventy percent of Congolese live in extreme poverty earning less than $2 per day. 
5. The international community is systematically looting Congo's spectacular wealth. 

Politics 
1. Congo obtained its independence from Belgium on June 30, 1960 under the elected leadership of Prime Minister Patrice Emery Lumumba who was overthrown within weeks 

and assassinated within months (January 17, 1961) by Western powers and Congolese sycophants. 
2. Pursuant to Lumumba's assassination, the United States installed and backed dictator Joseph Desire Mobutu for over three decades. 
3. U.S. allies, Rwanda and Uganda invaded the Congo twice (1996 & 1998) which resulted in the removal of Mobutu in 1997 and the unleashing of the deaths of nearly six 

million. 
4. The overthrow of Mobutu resulted in the installation of Laurent Desire Kabila in 1997, who was assassinated in 2001 and followed by his son Joseph Kabila who remained in 

power until January 2019. 
5. Felix Tshisekedi replaced Joseph Kabila as president of the Congo in the country's first peaceful transfer of power since the overthrow of Patrice Lumumba by Western powers 

in 1960. Tshisekedi was reelected to a second five-year term in December 2023. 

The PotentiaI 
1. Congo's people represent its greatest potential with a population of 110 million, half under the age of 18. 2. 

Congo is a storehouse of strategic minerals (cobalt, copper, zinc, gold, diamond, silver, magnesium, germanium, uranium, coltan, petroleum and many other resources), 
which are vital to global industries such as the military, aerospace, technology, electronics, automobile, jewelry and others. 

3. Congo possesses 64 percent of the world's reserve of coltan (a mineral found in cell phones and other electronic devices). 
4. Congo is the largest producer of cobalt in the world and the largest producer of copper in Africa. 
5. Congo is a part of the second largest rainforest in the world, which is vital in the fight against global warming and climate change. 
6. Congo has the hydro capacity to provide electricity for the entire African continent, southern Europe and parts of the Middle East. 
7. Congo has the agricultural capacity to feed the entire African continent. 

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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Maman Nyota (home broken into at night by rebels) 
They placed a knife at the throat of my husband and told him to have sex with me in front of them and my 
father-in-law. My husband refused. They took off his clothes. Then, they placed the knife at his throat 

Therese (captured by rebels as a sex slave) 
We were accompanied by body guards for everything, even when we went to the toilet … We had to be at the 
disposition of the man who raped us all day. It was always the same man.  Even if I did not want to, I had to 
be his concubine. He always had his gun pointed at me and threatened to kill me if I resisted him. If I posed 
the least resistance, he would hit me. 

Maman Nsimire (Raped by rebels in public as a form of humiliation) 
They asked for the telephone then money, and threatened to kill us if we did not give it to them. My husband gave 
them $100 that I had planned to use for a business project. Then one of the men hit me demanding that I lay down. I 
refused. He continued to hit me ripping off my clothes until I was subdued. While this was happening, two men held 
my husband. My children were present and in front of everyone, they raped me. 

Women of the Congo, their stories... 

Surveys: 
BERKELEY 
66 percent 
61 percent of those polled in the east said they witnessed the violent death of a family member or friend 
34 percent said they themselves had been abducted for more than a week 
53 percent reported being forced to work or being enslaved by armed groups 
16 percent had been sexually violated and 
12 percent multiple times 

JOHNS HOPKINS (Snap Shot of South Kivu Province) 
82 percent of rape survivors have STDs 
60 percent have lost their husbands 
An estimated 30 percent of rape survivors are HIV positive 
Impunity throughout province – estimated 40,000 cases of rape - only 38 cases brought to prosecution 

Sources for survey: 
Situation Analysis: Strengths, Challenges and Opportunities for Sustainable Development in Eastern DR Congo. 

The situation analysis was conducted in the Eastern South Kivu Province of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) from July 20-July 29 by Dr. Nancy 
Glass of Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing and Center for Global Health in partnership with Great Lakes Restoration, the Archdioceses of 
Bukavu and Programme D’Appui aux Iniatives de Developpement Economique du Kivu (P.A.I.D.E.K). 

The International Center for Transitional Justice, the Human Rights Center at the University of California, Berkeley and the Payson Center for 
International Development at Tulane University conducted a survey of 2,620 Congolese between September and December 2007. The study focused 
North and South Kivu, Ituri, Kinshasa, and Kisangani. 
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What is Coltan? Modern Uses of Coltan 

Foreign Corporate Exploitation 

Corporations from other countries have been a part of the coltan exploitation chain. These 
companies include but are not limited to Germany’s HC Starc and EPCOS, China’s Nigncxia, and 
Belgium’s George Forrest International. 

Once the coltan is processed and converted to capacitors, it is then sold to companies such as 
Nokia, Motorola, Compaq, Alcatel, Dell, Hewlett-Packard , IBM, Lucent, Ericsson and Sony for 
use in a wide assortment of everyday products ranging from cell phones to computer chips and 
game consoles. 

•  Laptop computers 
•  Cellular phones 
•  Jet engines 
• Rockets 
•  Cutting tools 
•  Camera lenses 
•  X-ray film 
•  Ink jet printers 
•  Hearing aids 
• Pacemakers 
•  Airbag protection systems 

•  Ignition and motor control modules:       
GPS, ABS systems in automobiles 

•  Game Consoles (i.e. XBOX, PlayStation, 
Nintendo, etc.) 
• Video cameras 
•  Digital still cameras 
•  Prosthetic devices for humans:     

hips, plates in the skull, also mesh to repair bone 
removed after damage by cancer 

Coltan before it is 
processed into 
electronics, parts 
for weapon 
systems, tools, etc. 

Coltan is short for Columbite-tantalite - a black tar-like mineral found in major quantities in the 
Congo. The Congo possesses 64 percent of the world’s reserves of coltan. When coltan is refined it 
becomes a resistant powder that can hold a high electric charge. The properties of refined coltan 
are vital elements in creating devices that store energy or capacitors, which are used in a vast 
array of small electronic devices, especially in mobile phones, laptop computers, pagers, and other 
electronic devices. 

Over the past 16 years, foreign corporations have been deeply involved in the exploitation of coltan 
in the Congo. The coltan mined by rebels and neighboring countries (Rwanda, Uganda & Burundi)  
is sold to multi-national corporations. The United Nations (UN), in four studeis from 2001 – 2003, 
implicated several companies in sourcing coltan from the Congo and say that these companies serve 
as “the engine of the conflict in the DRC.”Major U. S. players identified by the UN studies include: 
Cabot Corporation, Boston, MA; OM Group, Cleveland, Ohio; AVX, Myrtle Beach, SC; Eagle Wings 
Resources International, Ohio; Trinitech International, Ohio; Kemet Electronics Corporation, 
Greenville, SC; & Vishay Sprague. Malvern, PA. 
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The Periodic Table of the Elements is an amazing thing. On a single, highly structured page, it summarizes the identity and properties 
of all of the atoms that make up Planet Earth. These are grouped into specific entities called “elements” which are typically referred to 
by scientists as simple, one- or two-letter chemical symbols. 

Just as nitrogen is more abundant in air than oxygen, so the various elements in the Periodic Table differ in their abundance in the 
Earth’s crust — the outer skin of the planet on which we all live. Ten elements, topped by oxygen, silicon, aluminum, iron and calcium, 
make up 99.2% of the weight of the crust. 

All of the other elements on the Periodic Table make up less than 1% of the weight of the crust. 
Many of these elements have critical uses in our high-technology advanced industrial society. 
But in order to be economically extracted from the crust, we need to find rocks where the concentrations of these desired elements greatly 
exceeds this average crustal concentration. 

There are places where these rare elements are concentrated by geologic processes. 
The rocks here constitute ores — rocks that can be mined and processed for a profit. 
In the DRC, there are ores of the following elements: copper, cobalt, niobium, tantalum, tin, tungsten, and gold. 

Some of these elements are well known to us: 
-  carbon (C)—the building blocks of humans and all life-forms on Earth, 
-  nitrogen (N)—the most abundant gas in the Earth’s atmosphere, 
-  oxygen (O)—less abundant than nitrogen, but the gas in the atmosphere which fuels human life. 
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Much of the world’s attention with respect to conflict minerals in the DRC (see full report available at 
https://www.globalwit-ness.org/en/campaigns/democratic-republic-congo/time-dig-deeper/) has focused on tin, tantalum, tungsten 
and gold, often referred to as the 3TG. 

In the United States, regulations are in place to protect the health and safety of miners, and to protect the air, water and soil of the mining 
regions. Sadly, in the DRC, such protections just don’t exist.  The processing of ores to extract the economically important elements exposes 
sulfide minerals to atmospheric oxygen, and thereby generates sulfuric acid. This acid mine drainage can mobilize toxic metals and threaten 
surface and ground water resources. 

Tailings from these large-scale copper-cobalt operations can be found in streambeds where they act as continuing sources of toxic metals to 
water supplies. Besides large-scale commercial mining operations, there are thousands of artisanal miners—small-scale, subsistence 
miners—who are exposed to the danger of tunnel and pit collapses, toxic dusts, and radiation exposure associated with the presence of 
uranium and thorium in some of these ores. 

This has been a glimpse of the science that underlies some of the suffering of the people of the DRC.  As end users of many of the high 
technology products that had their supply-chain origin in the DRC, it is up to all of us to work for the responsible sourcing of raw materials 
from the DRC. 

* Produced by professor Edward R. Landa 

Element Ores (minerals) occurring in the DRC Selected uses of element 

Copper (Cu) A variety of Copper sulfide minerals Electrical wire and cable; Electric motors; 
Integrated circuits 

Cobalt (Co) Heterogenite, a mixed oxide and 
Hydroxide of Cobalt (CoOOH) 

Alloys for gas turbines and jet engines; 
Batteries in cell phones and Electric 
vehicles 

Niobium (Nb) Columbite (also called niobite), an Iron, 
Manganese, Niobium oxide mineral 
[(Fe,Mn)Nb2O6] 

Alloys in jet and rocket engines; 
Superconducting magnets in magnetic 
resonance imaging equipment 

Tantalum (Ta) Tantalite, an Iron, Manganese, Tantalum 
oxide mineral [(Fe,Mn)Ta2O6] 
Columbite-tantalite ores are typically 
referred to as coltan 
(see https://friendsofthecongo.org/coltan/) 

Capacitors in cell phones and personal 
computers; Alloys in jet engines 

Tin (Sn) Cassiterite, a tin oxide mineral SnO2 Solders for electronic circuits; Alloys with 
zirconium for cladding of nuclear fuel rods 

Tungsten (W) Wolframite an iron, manganese tungstate 
mineral (Fe,Mn)WO4 

Tungsten carbide for cutting tools; Alloys for 
use in armor- piercing ammunition 

Gold (Au) Native metal, Au Monetary use; Jewelry; Electrical contacts in 
personal computers 

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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FUNDRAISING 



FUNDRAISING
MoBiLiZe tHe ReSoUrCeS 

Subject: Support the Fight for a Free and Just Congo 

Dear [Recipient’s Name], 

I hope this message finds you well. Today, I am reaching out to ask for your support in a cause that has urgent relevance: the fight 

for justice, peace, and self-determination for the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 

The Friends of the Congo (FOTC) has been a tireless advocate for Congo’s people since its founding in 2004. As a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization, FOTC works in partnership with Congolese communities to bring about lasting change in one of the most 

resource-rich yet war-torn countries in the world. Based in Washington, DC, FOTC has played a critical role in advocating for 

policies that address the long-standing issues of exploitation, human rights abuses, and foreign intervention that have plagued the 

Congo. 

Why Now? 
The situation in the Congo remains dire. From the ongoing exploitation of its people and resources to the humanitarian crisis 

created by unending conflict, Congo continues to face incredible challenges. But in the face of these struggles, there is hope— 

through your generosity, we can support the organizations and communities fighting for freedom, justice, and peace. 

What We Do 
FOTC’s efforts are dedicated to advocating for policies that end foreign interference, support Congolese sovereignty, and provide 

resources for long-term peace-building. By supporting this work, you help us amplify the voices of the Congolese people, raise 

awareness about the ongoing crisis, and demand action from world leaders. 

How You Can Help 
We need your support to continue this important work. Your contribution will directly support FOTC’s programs, advocacy 

efforts, and community engagement initiatives. The need is urgent, and your donation, no matter the size, makes a tangible 

difference. Please consider making a tax-deductible donation today: Donate Now 

Here’s how your gift can help: 
$50 helps fund educational materials for advocacy campaigns. 

$100 supports outreach to policymakers and key stakeholders on behalf of Congolese communities. 

$250 provides critical support for organizing community-based peacebuilding initiatives. 

$500 or more funds a comprehensive research report that raises global awareness of Congo’s ongoing struggles. 

We also encourage you to share this call for support with your network—together, we can make a bigger impact. 

FOTC was founded with the mission to stand in solidarity with the Congolese people, advocating for the realization of their full 

rights and potential. With a deep commitment to peace and justice, FOTC continues to partner with local organizations in the 

Congo to ensure their voices are heard and their needs are met. 

Your support is not just a donation—it’s a powerful statement of solidarity with the Congolese people who continue to fight for 

the freedom and dignity they deserve. 

Thank you for your continued support and for standing with the people of Congo in this pivotal moment. 

With gratitude, 

[Your Name] 

[Your Title] 

Friends of the Congo 

Copy this 
fundraising 

letter 

https://gifttool.com/donations/Donate?ID=2017&AID=1926


(@congofriends) 

Launch an Instagram Fundraising 
Campaign for Friends of the Congo 

Help Guide for Starting 
a Group Fundraiser 

QUICK START 
1.Go to your IG profile → Tap the "+" (Create) button → Select "Fundraiser". 
2.Search for "Friends of the Congo" and select as nonprofit. 

3.Set a goal & deadline, add a compelling description (you can borrow 
language from the fundraising letter!) 

4.Share the fundraiser to your Stories/Feed to maximize visibility. 

NEED HELP? 

Help Guide for Starting 
a Fundraiser 

BREAKING THE SILENCE FOR CONGO 

The Congo is the heart of Africa—rich in land, 
culture, and resources. Yet for decades, its 
people have suffered exploitation, violence, 
and erasure while the world looks away. But we 
won’t. I’m launching this fundraiser for 
@CongoFriends because their work is CRUCIAL 
to: 

Supporting Congolese activists 
demanding justice 
Ending the plunder of Congo’s minerals 
(yes, the ones in your phone) 
Amplifying voices the world tries to 
silence 
Goal: [Your $ Goal] by [Deadline] 
Swipe up or tap the link in my bio to 
donate. 
Share this post—awareness is power. 
#CongoIsNotForSale | #FreeCongo | 
#StandWithCongo 

Starter Language 

https://help.instagram.com/164534449205759/?helpref=search&query=fundraiser&search_session_id=bd3f5dc7228729a8397d113820bcb4d6&sr=1
https://help.instagram.com/164534449205759/?helpref=search&query=fundraiser&search_session_id=bd3f5dc7228729a8397d113820bcb4d6&sr=1
https://help.instagram.com/2527669914192115/?helpref=uf_share
https://help.instagram.com/2527669914192115/?helpref=uf_share
https://help.instagram.com/164534449205759/?helpref=search&query=fundraiser&search_session_id=bd3f5dc7228729a8397d113820bcb4d6&sr=1
https://help.instagram.com/164534449205759/?helpref=search&query=fundraiser&search_session_id=bd3f5dc7228729a8397d113820bcb4d6&sr=1


‘Donate now’ and 
‘Share’ the URGENT 
Call for Support for 

Goma, DR Congo 

Launch a GoFundMe for 
Friends of the Congo 

1. Create Your Fundraiser 
Visit GoFundMe.com → Click "Start a GoFundMe" 

Choose category: "Nonprofit" or "Justice & Legal" 
Title: "Support Free Congo: Fund Justice with 

Friends of the Congo" 

Goal: Start with $1,000+ (adjust as needed) 

Beneficiary: Select FOTC or note funds will go to 

their official donation page 

2. Write Your Story (Copy/Paste Ready) 
"The Congo fuels our phones, cars, and tech—yet its 

people face violence and exploitation. Friends of the 

Congo (FOTC) has fought for 20+ years to change this. 

Your donation supports: Grassroots activism 

Resourcing the people Global awareness Every dollar helps break the 

cycle of oppression. #CongoIsNotForSale" 

3. Add Visual Impact 
Cover photo: Use FOTC’s logo, a powerful Congo 

protest image, or edit pre-made graphic in ‘Tools’ 

Video (optional): Record a 15-second clip: "I’m 

fundraising because Congo matters. Join me! 

4. Share Strategically 
First post: Tag @CongoFriends + use hashtags: 

#FreeCongo #TechJustice #CongoRising 

Email/text: Send personal asks to 10 close contacts 

first 

Updates: Post every 3 days ("We’re at 60%—help us 

cross the line!") 

5. Donate & Show Proof 
Withdraw funds → Send 100% to FOTC via: 

DONATE HERE 

Post a screenshot with donors: "$1,200 sent to FOTC 

—THANK YOU!" 

3 Pro Tips for More Donations 
Match Challenge: "I’ll match the next $200 in donations!" 

Tag Influencers: Ask 3 friends with big followings to share 

Use Stories : Post donation receipts to build trust 

https://www.gofundme.com/
http://friendsofthecongo.org/donate
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Join the Movement 


